CHAPTER XLII
CROSSING- the Iser, the French army marched on Eckmlihl, where the bulk of the Austrian army was massed. The Emperor and Marshal Lannes passed the night at Landshut; a battle on the following day appeared imminent. The town and neighbourhood were full of troops. In every direction staff of&cers were carrying orders and returning. My comrades and I were fully occupied, and as we only had very second-rate horses, picked up anyhow, and they were pretty thoroughly tired, we foresaw that it would be difficult for us to perform our duties satisfactorily in the battle of the morrow.
When I came in about ten o'clock, on returning from an errand three or four leagues from Landshut, Marshal Lannes gave me an order to carry to General Gudin. His division being a long way off, I was to remain with him till the marshal arrived in the field.    This was embarrassing, for the horse which I had been riding was knocked up, the marshal had not one to lend me, and there was no French  cavalry at Landshut which might be required to supply me with one.   I could not go to the Emperor's quarters to tell the marshal that I was practically horseless, yet without a good steed how was I to carry an order on which perhaps the safety of the army depended ?    I got out of the difficulty by what I admit was a wicked act, but perhaps excusable in the circumstances. You shall decide.    I called my servant, Woirland, a practised csnapper-up  of unconsidered trifles,'  who   had   served  his apprenticeship in Humbert's Black Legion, and was never at a loss.    I imparted my difficulty to him, and bade him procure me a horse at any price; I simply must have one.   £ You shall have it,' said he, and leaving the town he made for the camps the Iser before the archduke could organise his-resistance more thoroughly, ordered a third attack. The troops told off for this were getting ready to march when Napoleon, seeing his aide-de-camp, General Mouton, who was coming to report the result of a mission which he had given him that morning, said, £ You come just in time ; put yourself at the head of that column, and carry the town of Landshut.' So perilous a task set him without notice would
